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Moving from Spring into Summer,
emerging from a grim winter lockdown
and into a strange new world, most
of us now feel that something has
changed very deeply within us. It is time
for something new to grow, and there is
hope in this space. We are all Reborn.
We have captured the positive energy of
this unique moment in a group exhibition
of visual art responding to the theme of:
Reborn. The 24 exhibiting artists come
from across the UK and beyond and
were selected from a hugely successful
open call for submissions held earlier this
year. Artworks were created either as
an interpretation of the Reborn theme,
during the pandemic or before, and
are expressed through media including
painting, photography, textiles, print
and film.

The Hive is delighted to be hosting the
exhibition Reborn. After 15 months of
the building being closed, due to the
global pandemic, we embrace the
opportunity to showcase such wonderful
work from so many artists and warmly
welcome audiences to come and view
the work. The exhibition offers diverse
representations of the theme Reborn
through a wide range of styles and
genres. There is plenty here to provoke
conversation and to reflect on as we
all emerge from an extraordinary time
in history, being Reborn into a very
different world from the one we were
locked down in so many months ago.
We hope you enjoy the exhibition.
Cerin Mills,
Interim CEO, The Hive

The Hive Gallery

Untitled, 2021
Alexandra Lewis
Photography, 10 x 10 inches
I often find connections to my photos through poems/quotes and lyrics and I
knew straight away a poem by Henry David Thoreau would describe how I felt ‘Every blade in the field, every leaf in the forest lays down it’s life in it’s seasons as
beautifully as it was taken up’. Over lockdown, life has changed so dramatically
for everyone and has created feelings of uncertainty. I spend a lot of my time
in nature, particularly in the woods. I watch this landscape change through the
seasons. Nature shows us that life goes on and continue like it used to. This photo
does not evoke feelings of sadness through a life ending but of hope, growth and
togetherness. An old life and a new life in harmony.
aliairhead.com

Many thanks to our wine sponsor, Iron & Rose
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The Bumble Bee Came, 2021
Jan Smith

February 2021, 2021
Holly James

Acrylic on canvas, 40 x 50 x 1.5 cm

Cotton, silk, wool, spray paint, paper, 11 x 11cm

Flowers fresh and nectar sweet, You land with a purpose to rest and feed,
a humming crescendo cuts through the peace, Then off to your nest to join the
drone, The best summer ever and the bumble bee came. My appreciation of
nature in artwork and poetry was born out of working through the pandemic.
Watching the bees in lockdown inspired this painting. A life changing experience
as I left my job to express my love and gratitude on canvas. This work is one of my
collection to date, and I feel truly blessed and reborn when I am creating.

I documented the seasonal changes through lockdown. In February I was struck
by how much life and colour there was; lemon yellow crocuses poked through
the snow, followed by cerulean skies and daffodils. While enduring winter under
pandemic restrictions, these signs gave me hope that things were changing,
awakening and being reborn. I hope this work inspires conversations about
sustainability by combining commercial and handmade threads. I use a hybrid
approach to generative art. The palette is picked from photos, and the colours
are randomised to mirror nature’s patterns without repeats.
instagram.com/artbyhollyjames

2

hiveonline.org.uk

@HiveShrewsbury

3

Evergrowing, 2021
Rebekah Mills

Life Lines, 2021
Zoe Needle

Textiles: scrim, satin, hessian, 30 x 80 cm x 3cm

Woodblock print on Somerset Paper, 33x33cm

To create my pieces I used a process known as rust staining. Extracting the rust I
used cold tea and white vinegar, which created a range of patterns and colours
throughout each piece of fabric. Rust is a form of decay, which some people
may see as something to get rid of, I wanted to create a new use of life from
what I had found. When rust staining the artwork essentially creates itself, to me
this gives the impression that the rust is rebirthing itself into a beautiful piece of art,
rather than unwanted decay.
instagram.com/rmills.uob

During lockdown I began researching into mycelium; the delicate interlacing
threads of fungi. These hyphae are invisible to the human eye and penetrate
rotting wood developing thick threads and cords from decomposing matter.
I had been working on a project called Seeds of Hope connecting trees to
folklore and mythology but I wanted to explore deeper into the life of trees.
Reading Peter Wohlleben’s book - The Hidden Life of Trees I discovered about
these mycelium had underground networks. The facts about these remarkable
networks of root and tree communication lifted my spirits and gave my daily
walks have even more meaning and purpose. These positive energies and
connections between living and decayed wood became a basis for my
interpretation for the theme of ‘Reborn’.
zoenso.co
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Breakfast, 2021
William Barnardo

Pieces of Me, 2021
Veronica Krause

Oil on linen board, 50 x 40cm

Acrylic marker pen and fine liner, 72 x 52 cm

There is no more readily available metaphor for rebirth than the morning. Unlike
birth, rebirth is in light of what has come before, however it is disentangled from
the coiled snake of past decisions and relations. In this painting the subject is
illuminated by the glowing white tabula rasa of the past. The cushion holds the
depressions of a laid head from the evening before. The subject sits, visually
emerging from the fabrics of the sofa which are a palimpsest, they are the softest
reminder of past impressions, erased and rewritten, totally giving in their nature.
Her head emerges into the clarity of the clear windows and her gaze focuses on
today, here, now, Breakfast.

This work responds to the theme REBORN showing a puzzle of chaos with different
body parts that do not match but instead create a blooming of ourselves (in this
case a woman) after being in lockdown for so long. The puzzle makes you travel
around the painting finding pieces, flowers, nature discovering a beautiful spring
during this pandemic. That is why I have used really soft and pastel colours too. It
is a call to the spring, the better times, to allow us to bloom and look outside.
instagram.com/veronicakrause

williambarnardo.co.uk
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Reborn, 2021
William Rocke

En Utero Salopia, 2021
Robert Burke

Japanese watercolour on A3 300gsm paper, 29 x 30 cm

Ink and coloured pencil on cartridge paper, 21 x 30 cm

This is a painting of my niece. The painting responds to the theme of Reborn in
two ways. Firstly, my niece will be welcoming a new addition to the family in a
few months and she will be witnessing everything she has already experienced
in life. Although she is only one year old, this new sibling will give her a fresh perspective on family life. Secondly, for me personally, during the past year I have
rediscovered what it is like to create with colour. I have found colour adds life
and exuberance to my art.
instagram.com/william.artwork

8

The River Severn is the life force of Shrewsbury, as shown in the topography. Here
the rainbow symbolises hope, following the aftermath of the floods in the town
and the pandemic. The meandering water nourishes the unborn baby in its
protective womb, yet highlights the recent failings regarding infant mortality at
the counties local NHS hospital trusts. During lockdown I have revisited drawing,
painting and other aspects of mark making as creative acts or processes. Some
of my output is in response to current social themes. Even so, my work has mainly
been introspective but cathartic in nature.
rob-burke.com
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The Flow, 2021
Tommaso Olivero

Dream Big Little One, 2021
Jamie Ryan

Letterpress ornaments on paper, 40 x 28 cm

Acrylic and spray paint on canvas, 24 x 26 inches

The pandemic has affected the way we live in our towns and cities. As restrictions ease, we start re-visiting and re-populating urban spaces. Yet, new ‘flexible
ways of working’ are being devised by many workplaces; they will change the
architecture of those spaces, as well as how they are lived –from office spaces
to commuting, from high streets to business districts. The rebirth after lockdowns
generates tensions: it questions our relationship with the environment, the ways of
living and working of the world ‘before’, and our future. What have we learned
from the old life, that we should not repeat it in the new ahead?

This artwork was inspired by my child’s journey of growth and the amazement
and joy they find in each and everything. COVID had a big impact on her
education and limited her opportunities but now we are coming out of lockdown
she’s finding herself almost reborn. Seeing her grow in confidence and embrace
the future where no dream is to big or to small is truly wonderful and inspiring.
artwork500.co.uk/upload-artwork/boo21

instagram.com/ossa.prints
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4lggdchk, 2021
Abi Lewis

AJ Omo Oduduwa: The World Champion, 2017
O Yemi Tubi (MOYAT)

MS Paint digital drawing on aluminium, 8.15 x 8.15 inches

Oil on canvas, 30 x 48 inches

My work features imagined objects or situations that crossover between nature
and whimsy. I create fantastical and vibrant otherworldly scenes where imaginary, yet oddly familiar creatures inhabit their own strange spaces and threaten
to creep out into the material world. In my head there is an imaginary cabinet of
curiosities, filled with all kinds of intriguing oddities, things that may cause you to
do a double take. This is a digital drawing produced using the wonky charms of
MS Paint and features a taxidermy treasure, a four legged chick in a bell jar.
instagram.com/ossa.prints

This painting is titled “AJ Omo Oduduwa: The World Champion” because AJ is
proud to be a Nigerian of Yoruba descent. AJ is a perfect subject for this painting
because of his troubled past. He has been to prison and wore an electronic
tag on his ankle. The formidable opponent he must defeat first to be the world
champion, was himself. He needed to knockout the bad boy. Extract the thorns
in his life in order to smell the roses of success. The images on the belt are the
British and Nigerian flags to show AJ’s dual citizenship. The bronze image in the
middle of the belt depicts one of the artefacts of ancient Yoruba people now in
the British Museum. The message of this painting to everyone and especially to
the young people is that they can REBORN themselves; defeat their own thorns
and smell the roses of success.
oyemit@aol.com
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Here it is!, 2020
Seyyed Sadegh Aleahmad

In Memory of My Self, 2021
Sophie Jones

Digital photograph printed on premium glossy paper, 30 x 42 inches

Patchwork Tapestry (embroidered textiles), 80 x 120 x 0.5 cm

I took this photo in the summer of 2020 just after the national lockdown was lifted.
I asked members of the public to hold a mirror, close their eyes and think about
how they felt during the lockdown. Tina, a resident of East London said she felt
she was in a womb during the lockdown. In this photo she expresses how much
she enjoys just being outside and letting the sun touching her skin on the street.
The black frame of the mirror symbolises the darkness she felt surrounded by
during the lockdown. In contrast, the light on her skin expresses her current state
of mind as someone who feels emancipated.
Sadeghaleahmad.wordpress.com (under construction)
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‘In Memory of my Self’ brings closure to the perceived loss of my identity, thrown
suddenly into motherhood at the end of my teenage years. Embroidered labels
attached to my daughter’s thight fitting newborn clothing, now discarded
clothing of my pre-maternal life, speak about the dichotomy of my existence;
I am both a ‘young mother’ and a ‘young woman’ but never fully one or the
other. Through the traumatic loss of my identity as a teenager, I embrace my new
identity as a young woman and mother: I am reborn into a new sense of self.
sj281994.wixsite.com/sophiejones
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Anamneisis, 2021
Dianne Murphy

Infant Sphinx, 2021
Jeff Hunter

Colour Inked Etching, 27 x 18 cm

Drawing and analogue collage on board, 43 x 30 cm

Reincarnation: where have we been? This plate came from research into why
and who we are. My visual language uses the images of childhood. Colour
inked etching where all the colours are applied and printed in one go. My work
began as a desire to clear unresolved psychological issues. Studying Jung’s
psychology and philosophy inspired discussions around taking responsibility for
and reconciling our inner selves so that we may become better human beings.
Although my subjects of interest change they always come from the perspective
of a woman and a mother and are fundamentally feminist in nature.
diannemurphy.co.uk
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This small newborn personage appeared recently expressing and mirroring
our post pandemic re emergence. As a Sphinx she carries the riddles and
conundrums we must face in this time of change. We are reborn into a world
of new challenges and opportunities. My practice centres atound drawing,
papercutting and collage. I work largely intuitively though themes emerge
spontaneously and continually birth new avenues of exploration. As a Sphinx
she maintains her mystery.
instagram.com/conversingwithparadise
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Uprising, 2021
Steve Sutton

Rewoven series 1, 2020
Helen Cass

Pen drawing on paper, 30 x 45 cm

Etching ink on Rosapina paper, 62 x 50 cm

‘Uprising’ expresses the symbolic energy and determination of nature prevailing
against the constant barrage of human activity on this planet. I discovered the
remains of a burnt out vehicle while walking in my local area earlier this year. The
rusting metal of the car’s bodyshell conveyed a unique though rather pathetic
beauty. Abandoned by people, with trees and shrubs growing through it now, as
nature reclaimed its rights to the place it rests. The tree depicted in the drawing is
a Japanese Acer, it is beautiful, living through destruction, a graceful beginning.
The tree is in prime condition and is new life, reborn nature burst through the
metal wreck and exists proudly in its unusual situation, dominating the shabby
icon of modern human existence. Humans are having a profound impact
on our planet and my recent practice connects my love of nature to current
environmental and climate crisis concerns.
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The image is made from old monoprints of strings and threads that have
been cut and woven to form the new image. Something new generated
from something old. The monoprints were recording discarded materials from
abandoned sewing baskets, ribbons and threads which left their inked traces on
the surface of the paper. The process of weaving the paper strips re orders the
traces and builds an alternative surface.
helencass.com
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Grieving Spaces, 2020
Mia Rosa Curtis-Mays

Let’s Be Better Than We Were, 2021
Megan Nicole Brown

Photography, 30 x 42 cm

Cotton embroidered on imitation leather, 140 x 35 cm

‘Grieving Spaces’ is a piece that reflects how people grieve and channel
their grief into a space. These landscapes are the views from sites of memorial
benches and places of mourning. My work aims to inspire conversations and
dismantle the taboo on grief. In response to the theme ‘Reborn’, my work shows
that when we die, we can get reborn into a space that is meaningful to our
loved ones. These spaces become a point of remembering and reflection and a
way for us to be reborn into the world as a different entity.
miacurtismays.com

Over the last year I have had my heart broken, lost loved ones and I have learnt,
grown and changed from who I was before. As a family we have endured
things we never thought we would have to, but it has ultimately brought us
closer. As a country we have learnt a lot - what we are lucky to have and what
we need to change - and should strive to be better than we were before. My
work interweaves text into tapestries, print, photographs, or even film, based
on aspects of domesticity, isolation, anxiety or sometimes sadness. The words I
use in my work are my own, but my inspiration comes from many places - music,
politics,and mainly my everyday life and surroundings.
instagram.com/megannicolebrownart
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Perfect Egg, 2021
Louise Garland

Destiny Karma, 2020
Megan Nicole Brown

Wood, brass plate, oils/mixed media, 36 x 30 x 4 cm

Photo poster, glossy paper, cardboard, plexiglass, 42 x 59.4

My work often engages with the philosophical belief in the continuum of life,
especially in relation to the cycles of nature or the greater cosmos. ‘Perfect Egg’
references how in eastern myths the beginning of creation started with a ‘cosmic
egg’. This egg symbolizes a new beginning and the opportunity to start afresh;
the perfect ovoid is compact and momentarily immune to outside forces and
experience, resting on fate that the contents may be delivered safely.
axisweb.org/louisegarland

Destiny Karma is a subjective story about a torn subject: acceptance of destiny,
infinity of rebirths, a synthesis of Christian and Hindu types of aesthetics and
thinking. REBORN is a very interesting concept. This concept combines two
concepts that are important to me - the Christian concept of resurrection and
the Hindu concept of reincarnation. I tried to express the intersection of these
concepts in my artwork. I used: motives of Christian iconography and Hindu
surreal fluidity of images and forms. I work in the genre of mystical surreal naive.
instagram.com/megannicolebrownart
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Notes

Please Stay, 2020
Abigail Jones
Film, duration - 00:01:58
Inspired in part by the writings of Barbara Creed and Julia Kristeva, ‘Please Stay’
explores theories of the archaic mother and the abject womb’s representation
within sci-fi and horror films. Using an 8ft balloon to represent an overpowering,
life bearing presence; the ambiguous lead character is forced to be held in
a continuous limbo of captivity and fighting to break free. Motivated by the
isolation caused throughout lockdown, the film is additionally representative of
the anxiety and fear that change and growth can bring to many, and how we
choose to expose our new ‘reborn’ selves post lockdown.
fineaaaartist.wixsite.com/website
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Looking to exhibit your artwork and broaden your audience?
Our gallery space is free to use! We support artists wanting to showcase their creations
and engage with the wider community. You can host your private view in our lovely café
bar. We use online platforms and print to promote your work. In exchange we ask that
exhibiting artists offer an activity to better understand you and your creative practice.
This could be an exhibition tour, creative workshop, or artist talk.
Want to know more? Want to exhibit?
Email: tom@hiveonline.org.uk
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